
NOTES-BRITISH ISLES

Torre valley, in early 1975. Argentinians, Slovenians and Italians, the latter under
Cesarino Fava, have failed in their repeated attempts on Cerro Moyano (2740 m). The
attempts will be renewed in late 1975 and early 1976.

POLAR REG IONS
The most significant area of activity, Greenland, is covered in Derek Fordham's triennial
review article on p 206. An account of a complete -S traverse of the Staunings Alps by
Keith Miller's party is also included on p 143. We have no news of Antarctic climbing.

BAFFlN ISLAND
There has been considerable activity here this summer. A British party made a number of
ascents in the Asgard region; K. Rawlinson and S. Blake made the first ascent of the
Central Pillar of Overlord; K. McLane and D. Lee climbed the SW ridge of the W summit
of Turnweather; D. MacDonald and McLane climbed a 2000 m peak opposite Mount
Thor, by a 1000 m ice gully: McDonald and G. Sims made the first ascent of a peak to
the NW of Turnweather. A final attempt by the whole party of the face of Mount Ulu
was unsuccessful. The W face of Tirokwa was climbed by P. Livesey and Jill Lawrence,
with pitches averaging 5.6 to 5.8, with 3 of 5.9.

THE BRITISH ISLES
It has been a biJsy year in most of the climbing areaS of the British Isles, and extensive
reports have appeared in 'Mountain' and elsewhere. This wealth of information makes it
difficult to distinguish the dross from the gold-however, no doubt in the fullness of
time it will be possible to identify more clearly such significant advances as have
occurred. For this reason, we will rely heavily in future on the triennial review, hopefully
written by a practising expert, to isolate the important events and provide a measure of
perspective, thus enabling us to see the wood for the trees. These notes will thus largely
deal with trends and general aspects of the climbing scene.

As in most other parts of the world where the scope for new routes is limited, the
motive behind many rock climbs in the elimination of aid from existing lines. Often,
climbs made initially with the bare minimum of aid have this removed on the second
ascent. This is not to say that new routes are not being made: on the contraty, great
ingenuity is often shown in squeezing in yet another line on a crag which already boasts
a maze of routes. Similar ingenuity, sometimes misplaced, is also shown in naming the
resulting climb and a random selection reveals some apparent trends. Elements of
disaster or the macabre frequently provide inspiration; thus we have 'The Graveyard'
(Sumner, Warner and Short, HVS, Craig Cowarch) and the topical 'Jaws' (Cleasby and
Lynch, HVS, Shepherd's Crag). The pun or the play on words results in names like
'Space Oddity' (Strapcans and Kind, 60 m, XS, 5c, Wintour's Leap), while names of a
more doubtful origin are typified by 'Crunchy Frog' (Birkett and McHaffie, 45 m, HVS,
Shepherd's Crag) and 'Juicy Lucy' (Whillance and Hetherington, HVS, Cafell Side Crag,
Watendlath). Less typically, we find the indulgence of an element of description: thus we
have 'Dihedral' (Rech and Taylor, 300 m, XS, NW face of Sgurr a'Mhadaidh, Skye). This
subject cannot be pursued here, but might provide a less than serious insight into the
psychology of the contemporary rock climber-any reader who feels moved to write an
article along these or related lines would find it eagerly accepted by the editorial.

It is becoming a usual practice to inspect new routes from a tOP rope before attempt
ing them. A result of the paucity of possible new climbs is the popularity of girdling to
provide variety on cliffs already well worked over. A major example is C. Wornham and
P. Buckley's girdle traverse on Carnmore (Ulysses, 600 m, HVS) which took 2 days to
complete. The leading West Country climber, Keith Darbyshire, who was killed while
investigating a cliff near the Lizard, was a keen exponent of sea-level girdling.

The trend towards the freeing of aided routes ha produced its measure of con
troversy. P. Live ey, a major prophet and practitioner of the free climbing faith, has been
much criticised for the views he put forward in an article entitled 'Lakeland Commen
tary' ('Mountain' 39). Some have judged that he overstates the difference in ethical
approach between the leading climbers of today and those of former years, to the detri
ment of past achievements. The importance of developments in methods of protection is
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felt to have been underestimated in his comparison. A new route by Matheson on Pavey
Ark (Cruel Sister) was omitted from the Langdale guide on the basis that it involved aid,
although descriptions of aided routes of similar difficulty in other areas have been
thought worthy of inclusion in guides.

Access problems are still a feature of the climbing scene. In Anglesey, a voluntary ban
on climbing on the Mousetrap and Red Wall zawns during the breeding season has been
requested by the BMC and the Nature Conservancy to prevent disturbance of the auk
population. Difficulties in the Swanage region have been temporarily resolved by agree
ments on voluntary restrictions at key nesting areas bctween 1 March and 31 August. It
is hoped that climbers will act responsibly since the BMC is anxious to avoid the possi
bility that the Dorset County Council may attempt to institute permit systems or com
pulsory bans on climbing. The situation at Cheddat seems to have been clarified and
climbers have reported less interference by the local authorities. At Crookrise and
Guisecliff in Yorkshire, climbers have caused problems to local farmers by their thought
less parking on vital access roads.

GUIDE-BOOKS AND INFORMATION
Rock Climbing in Wales Ron James (Constable, 1975, pp 243, 57 illustrations, £2.50)
A second edition of a guide which first appeared in 1970. A number of route standards
have been altered and descriptions changed where appropriate. The 200 climbs described
represent a personal selection based on the author's experience and on popular opinion,
and a star system is used to indicate the pick of routes in a particular area. In fact, in
spite of its title, the guide only covers the Snowdonia area, ie the Ogwen Valley, the
Llanberis Pass, Beddgelerr and Dolwyddelan, and Holyhead Mountain.

Cwm Idwal Ken Wilson and Zdzislaw Leppert (Climbers' Club, 1974, pp 197, diagrams
etc, price not indicated) This guide-book has its roots in Edwards's work of 1936 and
the traditions are worthily maintained. However it is not clear to the reviewer what
footgear is assumed for the classifications. Climbs which used to be appreciably easier in
tennis shoes, but harder in boots, such as Holly Tree Wall and the front of Monolith
Crack, justified their high categories because the grading referred to the latter footgear.
One cannot feel entirely happy that these should retain theit high positions for climbers
in modern friction soles. One error (G. H. and C. F. Kirkus are confused) has been intro
duced into the historical preamble in a matter which has hitherto been correct. This
historical material has stood the test of time and the criticism of generations, so that all
the facts in it should by now be regarded as gospel. The authors and publishers are to be
congratulated on producing another workmanlike guide-book, which must surely sell
well.

Dolgellau Area-Cader Idris and the Rhinog Range John Sumner (West Col, 1975, pp
139, diags, illustrations) At last there is a competent guide-book to this little known
area of Central Wales, which should be famous because Owen Glynne Jones made a
climb here (the E Arete of Cyfrwy) as early as 1888. Since he had not then visited the
Lake District and knew nothing of the developments there, this was an independent
founding of British rock climbing, containing the same essential ideas but owing nothing
whatsoever to any happenings elsewhere. Because of this we should honour Jones as a
founder, just as we do Haskett Smith (Lake District) and Puttrell (Derbyshire). The
author seems to have done a painstakingly researched job on the mUltiple sources and we
can all guess what tremendous efforts are required in the field for checking and for
pioneering in the gaps. He has every reason to be proud of the result which is excellent
within the usual limits imposed by off-set litho.

Rock Climbing in the Peak District Paul Nunn (Constable, 1975, pp 304, illustrated,
£2.95) and Rock Climbing in the Lake District G. Cram, C. Eilbeck and I. Roper
(Constable, 1975, pp 250, illustrated £2.50) These guide-books, which select a range of
routes of all standards on crags throughout these areas, are the work of local experts,
who can be relied upon to choose well (even if not always as other experts would do).
The growth of such works alongside the traditional comprehensive guide-books seems a
reasonable development which takes us part way towards a state often advocated-the
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abolition of climbers' guide-books altogether. Now the climber in a hurry can go straight
to those routes most worthy of his attention; the climber with more leisure, and perhaps
more enterprise, can use the book to find the crags and then cast about for himself if he
so wishes. It may still have been a mistake to cover toO wide a range of climbing ability
inside one cover. A guide·book which concentrated on the rabbit and ignored the hyper
expert would not come amiss'in the climbing world today. In the meantime these 2
books are an interesting step in what may well prove a right direction.

Chair Ladder and the South Coast (Climbers' Club Guides to West Penwith) Robert
Moulton and Terry Thompson (Climbers' Club and BMC, 1975, pp 154, no price given)
This is one of 2 guides covering the sea cliffs of W Penwith, i.e. the area of Cornwall to
the W of Hayle. It deals with climbs on the S of the peninsula on the stretch of cliffs
between Sennen in the W round to Lamorna Cove in the E. It is a revised version of
Vivian Stephenson's first edition produced in 1966. It contains good maps and diagrams
and should be a useful guide to an area containing some fine sea-cliff climbing.

The Cairngorms Adam Watson (Scottish Mountaineering Club District Guide, Scottish
Mountaineering Trust, 1975, pp 303, 52 illustrations and 15 maps) This, a rewritten
fifth edition of a guide which last appeared in 1968, is not aimed exclusively at the
climber but at all people with a broad interest in such mountain regions. However, each
chapter contains a general description of some of the best climbs, both hard and easy, in
addition to walking routes, but the size of the book-is in keeping with its broader scope.

In addition to 78 pages of general information about the region, there are individual
chapters on 15 separate areas, each with its own sketch map. Metric heights and
distances are used in these maps as a help to the unconverted, but the text gives heights
of major summits in feet also. There is an excellent selection of photographs-the book is
a very important contribution to the lirerature of rhe region.

The Northern Highlands Tom Strang (Scottish Mountaineering Club Districr Guide,
Scottish Mountaineering Trust, 1975, pp 258, 40 illustrations and 8 maps) This, the
second edition of the new series which first appeared in 1970, is another of the series of
SMC District Guides. The area covered remains the same and includes the mountains in
the N half of Ross-shire, the whole of Sutherland and the SW corner of Caithness. The
process of metrication has not been carried as far in this guide as in the Cairngorm guide
mentioned above, to which it is similar in layout, intent and high standard.

The following guide-books are noted:

Winter Climbs in North Wales Rick Newcombe (Cicerone Press, £1.00)

The Western Outcrops Ken Crockett (Nevisport, £1.10)

Rock Climbs in Lancashire and the North West Les Ainsworth (Cicerone Press, £2.00)
A new guide to the Swanage Cliffs is in preparation which will cover more than 150

climbs, mostly of the higher grades. Alec Sharp is writing a new guide to Clogwyn du'r
Arddu for the Climbers' Club. An article by Rab Carrington reviewing climbing on the
Great Buttress of Carn Dearg, Ben Nevis, appeared in 'Mountain' 46 27.

Equipment and Technique
T. M. Connor

1975

There seems to be little to report in the way of general improvements in equipment in
the last year. On the other hand, prices continue to increase at an alarming rate
although it is obvious that this does not prevent people getting to mountains with an
array of equipment which would have astonished mountaineers and climbers of the not

252


	250
	251
	252

